
 

 

There is no doubt that this year has started differently to most 
others; we have certainly missed hosting our Meet and Greet BBQ 
and get to know you interviews on JC. We are continuing to seek 
new ways to connect with families and have greatly appreciated 
the support from families as we connect via phone, email and 
online meetings.  
 
I can finally announce that the CCS Community Bike Track is OPEN! 
After two years of planning and consulting and developing with 
ACT Education, ACT Health and TCCS, it is so wonderful that this 
community asset is now a thriving hub for families and young 
people in our community. I offer my sincere thanks to Veronika Pasalic from ACT Health 
for her incredible leadership and support; Veronika was a huge driving force in 
supporting us to bring our student plans into reality and I am beyond grateful.   
 
In the coming weeks we will be taking photos and making a short video with Wild Bear 
productions to promote the community asset, this will mean short periods of time (half 
an hour) where the track will be closed. As you can appreciate, we can only photograph 
and record students with permission; as such, it will shut for around 30mins twice in the 
coming two weeks. We will advertise these dates and times through email and the 
school Facebook page.  
 
Now that the track is open, we are seeking support from the community with general 
maintenance such as sweeping and raking. If you are able to support the school with 
this, please touch base via email as soon as possible as we would love some community 
involvement! CarolineChisholmInfo@ed.act.edu.au  
 
If your young people are using the track, please remind them to take their rubbish with 
them and to bring a water bottle along to stay hydrated 
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DATES TO  
REMEMBER 

mailto:CarolineChisholmInfo@ed.act.edu.au


Glass Items at School 
We understand that for many reasons, families might choose to use glass drink bottles or containers for their young 
people to use. We are requesting that where possible, students do not bring glass items to school, including glass 
bottles of soft drink. We have had a number of items broken within the playground which have required quick clean 
up to reduce any possible risk to our students. Just as we are nut free, we are aiming to be glass free also. We greatly 
appreciate your support with this across the year.  
 
Annual Action Plan 2022 
This year, in line with our strategic priorities, we are working on the following goals to:   

1. Grow an evidence based culture to drive school practices.  
2. Embed strategies for teaching and learning that enable teachers to increase engagement and improve all 

students’ self-regulation, relationships, wellbeing, growth and academic achievement.  
  
Medication at School 
If children or young people need to take medication during school hours, please fill in an “Authority to Administer 
Medication” form which is available from the front office.  If the medication is prescribed by a doctor, it is also 
preferable to have the doctor sign the form. Due to Directorate policy, school staff are unable to administer 
medication without this authority. All medication to be administered must be in the medication container/box from 
the chemist with dosage and time of administration and handed to the front office staff. 
 
Students with Medical Conditions  
It is important that information for students with medical conditions is accurate and detailed to help us provide 
appropriate care.  If there are changes to your child’s health or medical circumstances during the year, please 
contact the front office to inform them of the changes and complete the required documentation to ensure your 
child receives the appropriate first aid care.  We appreciate your assistance in this matter.  
 
Supporting your Child’s Education   
At the start of most school years, there is discussion in the press about school fees, government funding and 
voluntary contributions. We aim to provide the best possible education for every child enrolled at Caroline Chisholm 
School. In order to meet the needs of every child, class teachers and educators regularly participate in professional 
learning and discussions, assess and group students and of course plan, teach and review lessons. To support this 
focus on quality practice, all voluntary contributions go directly towards providing resources for students. As stated 
the contribution is voluntary and payment details are confidential. No child misses out because their family is unable 
to make the contribution. You can make a contribution towards your child’s education even if you cannot pay the full 
amount. You may also choose to set up a payment schedule with regular payments made over the year or term. 
Please see Beth on the senior campus to discuss how to set this arrangement up. If you would like to pay a larger 
amount it will most certainly be gratefully received.  
 
COVID-19 Exposure Reporting and Communication 
Throughout the term we have continued to communicate COVID-19 exposures to families where we have had a 
confirmed positive case communicated to us. CCS in collaboration with the ACT Education Directorate and ACT 
Health are monitoring the rates of exposure closely. As parents and carers we greatly appreciate your support 
through continuing to: 
 

• Keep students home if they are displaying any symptoms and getting tested as soon as is practicable. 

• Utilise the RAT kits and testing twice a week.   

• Remind students to maintain social distance.  

• Encourage students to maintain hand hygiene and wear masks if in years 7 to 10. 
  



We appreciate families working with us through the huge amount of information about testing dates and isolation 
dates. I understand that at times we are providing a lot of information, however we are working hard to maximise 
the health of all within our community and appreciate the time you are taking to read through everything that is 
being emailed home.  
Please continue to provide us with emails or calls about your child’s absence and if they have tested positive. This 
allows us to monitor closely transmission rates and adjust our practices if needed. If at any time you are unsure or 
need advice, please just call the front office on either campus and our teams will be very happy to work through any 
questions with you.   
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support! 
 
Jen  
 
 
 

 

Mask rules remain in schools  

The mask rules for ACT schools and early childhood settings have not changed. Face masks must continue to be worn 

by staff and visitors in all indoor spaces at school and early childhood education and care settings.  

Students in years 7 to 12 are also required to wear a face mask while in an indoor space at school. 

The wearing of masks for primary school students is at the discretion of the student and their parents/carers but is 

not recommended for children in ECECs, or preschool to year 2. 

The measures we have in place, including mask-wearing, are helping to limit the impact of COVID-19 and ensure 

continuity of learning for our students. 

 

 

 

It’s time for the annual testing and tagging of Chromebook devices. Testing and tagging is one way to minimise the 

health and safety risks of faulty electrical equipment. 

Testing and tagging of school issued chromebooks (years 7-10)  is available at our school. Students can make 

bookings via the senior campus front office. 

  

MASK WEARING IN SCHOOLS AND EARLY CHILDCARE SETTINGS 

 

SAFETY OF CHROMEBOOK DEVICES 

 



 

Our fearless Year 8 leader, Daniel Downes, is on leave currently and Cassandra Hoolihan is 

stepping in for the meantime. You might remember Cassandra from previous roles such as Year 

10 Coordinator in 2021 and current Arts Coordinator. You can catch her at 

cassandra.hoolihan@ed.act.edu.au until Mr Downes returns.  

Year 8 Immunisations 

In Term 4 of 2021, students were due to receive their second dose of human papillomavirus 

(HPV) vaccine and the diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) vaccine. This was 

cancelled due to a period of COVID-19 remote learning and has now been rescheduled to 

Wednesday, 2nd March 2022 (Week 5, Term 1).  

All Year 8 students who returned a consent card in Year 7 2021 are eligible for the catch up program, even if they 

were absent on the day of vaccinations or missed out. Students who did not return a consent card last year are 

unable to participate in this year’s vaccinations.  

Vaccination can be an intimidating prospect for some of our students. It’s important to reassure them that it will be 

over before they know it. Try introducing or practising some mindfulness activities like 5 Finger Breathing or Five 

Senses Mindfulness, and let them know that the teachers and nurses will support them on the day. More 

information is available here.  

Year 8 HASS 

Students are currently embarking on a journey through the Black Death and exploring it’s connections to today’s 

society. Did you know that the practice of quarantine began in the 14th century during the plague? Ships arriving in 

Venice, Italy from infected ports were required to anchor for 40 days before landing. 40 days in Italian is ‘quaranta 

giorni’ which is where the word quarantine is derived from.  

Here’s a sample of Year 8 HASS student work from Miss Omernik’s class, where students were asked to write, draw, 

sing and/or CREATE a creative piece that displays what they think life was like during the height of The Black Death. 

 

Artwork by Mariella Vigar 

 

 

  

YEAR 8 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/parents-and-carers/media/documents/activity-sheets/5-finger.pdf
https://positivepsychology.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Five-Senses-Worksheet.pdf
https://positivepsychology.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Five-Senses-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.health.act.gov.au/services-and-programs/immunisation/adolescents/year-8-catch-program-2022
https://www.health.act.gov.au/services-and-programs/immunisation/adolescents/year-8-catch-program-2022


 

“It was terrible, everyone and everything was ruined or about to be ruined. Nothing could stand against the Black Death 

as it was like a flash of lightning; quick. Everyone was scared or terrified as they couldn’t do a single thing against this 

ravenous disease spreading. All they could do was look as one by one everyone close to them and people around them 

died.”    

Excerpt by Sehajpreet Gill  

 

Year 8 Music - The study of Music Genres 

How do you explain rap music to someone? How is Keith Urban different from Metallica? Why is pop music called pop 

music? Ask the year 8 music students later this term, because they’ll be able to tell you!  This Semester the musos of 

year 8 will be focusing on the study of genre within music.  They will learn about the musical characteristics of each 

genre, the subgenres within a genre and how you can hear the difference between genres.  They will compare and 

contrast the same song recorded in two different genres, looking at what elements are similar and which are wildly 

different.  Later in the Term, the year 8s will be choosing a band to conduct a genre investigation by creating their 

own brochure.  

These year 8 music legends will also be blending theory with practical work on the piano, guitar and drums.  

Currently the focus is piano, with all students learning two songs - one is Levitating by Dua Lipa and the other is their 

own choice.  At the end of the Term they’ll move to guitars and by the end of the semester, they will put these solo 

skills into practice and form mini bands within the class.  Do we have the next super band in year 8?  You’ll have to 

wait and see. 

 

 

 

  



 

Kindergarten have had a fabulous start to the year. They have settled into the routines and are all engaged 

with their learning. 

We have done lots of learning about listening. We listened to inside sounds and outside sounds and talked 

about listening to others. 

 

In kindergarten we are doing a lot of learning around social skills and social interaction with each other. 

We work on this during cooperative play both inside and outside. We have discussed how we can create 

positive classrooms by listening, sharing, taking turns caring for each other, speaking nicely to each other 

and following our class and school values. 

KINDERGARTEN 

 



The kindergarten students are becoming amazing artists. We looked at the work of Piet Mondrian and 

learnt about primary colours and vertical and horizontal lines. We also looked at Van Gogh and his artwork 

the sunflowers. Miss Hollier brought in a tall sunflower from her home, and we drew a picture and then 

created sunflower paper art inspired by Van Gogh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started learning sounds and the children are really enjoying learning songs, actions and creating 

things to help enforce the sounds that the letters make. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We have had a wonderful start to our school year and our classroom routines are coming along well. As a unit, we 

have been working to create a caring and supportive classroom environment where all students and staff feel safe 

and secure to take risks, build confidence in our abilities and gain a greater understanding of ourselves as learners.  

We have been very busy learning in the past 5 weeks. Some of the highlights: 

• For art, students have created a reflection landscape, investigating the earth’s surface and how it changes  

over time.  As part of this focus, students depicted a reflection on a body of water – to learn about mirror 

images. 

• For Dance, students have been doing a tap-dancing unit.  We have been working on basic tap steps, and 

using the steps to create musical beats.  We have been enjoying making lots of noise! 

• Both classes have been enjoying cooking lessons.  Our recipes aim to be delicious, nutritious and simple to 

make. They also connect to our focus in HPE on being healthy.  This helps to extend the purpose and context  

of our learning in different areas.  

• In Science, the students have been learning about the Earth and its changing environment.  This topic has 

provided a wonderful opportunity for very interesting and meaningful discussion.   

 

 

 

English 

 

 

 

Our English program this term will focus on developing each child’s reading, writing, listening and speaking skills and 

reflect each child’s ILP goals. Although the students’ ILP goals are varied, they are all working toward being able to 

read and understand other people’s ideas and to express their own ideas well both orally and in writing. Our focus 

for writing this term is on recounts and summaries. 

A big focus of our literacy program this term is learning what good readers do to get smarter at reading every day. 

Students have been learning new sounds and sight words each week and how to pick “just right” books that aren’t 

too easy or too difficult.          

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

LSU K-6 

 



LSU Landscapes with water reflections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hi CCS Community,   

The last 2 weeks have been exciting for our P&C! Through some help with our community, we’ve been able to raise 

over $500 with our Bulb Fundraiser! This is so exciting, with still 2 weeks to go we are making some headway to be 

able to keep paying those bills. Please keep sharing the link with your friends and family. Jump on the P&C Facebook 

page to share the post to make it easier, and if you haven’t purchased yet, consider paying a small pack. I’d love to 

see the whole community bright and colourful come springtime! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also pleased to announce the final shipment for school uniforms has come in. Thank you! Thank you! For 

your patience while we waited for the shipment. All backorders should now be in the front office of your child’s 

campus awaiting collection. Sport Shirts will continue to be notified as they arrive. We are also fully stocked, so if 

you’ve been waiting for stock to make your appointment, wait no more! Please see the attached flyer for the hours 

and link to book. The P&C Facebook page also has a link to the booking site.  

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our JC Special Lunch too! We are so pleased to be able to 

bring you an online option to pay. We know that a lot of our families prefer an online option so it’s great to see so 

many using this. Also, please note that with special lunches that include chicken we only use products from Steggles 

which are Halal certified, rest assured the nuggets for this special lunch are also. Only one more week to order your 

JC Special Lunch, orders are due by next Friday! This is so we have time to shop for all the supplies we’ll need. If you 

order late, you’ll miss out! Get onto Flexischools now to make sure you don’t! 

In the next 2 weeks, we’ll be getting more information out to you regarding our upcoming fundraisers, our very 

popular Easter Raffle and Our Loose Change Challenge! Our Loose Change Challenge will pit class against class to see 

which one can raise the most money in silver coins over the course of the year.  

So don’t forget; 

• JC Special Lunch Online or cash payments accepted. Order by 11/3/22 

• Uniform shop fully stocked and ready to go. 

• Bulb Fundraiser! Share that link! 

Thank you so much for your support! 

The P&C Committee 
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Appointment booking link: 

https://square.site/book/LC40YMSR86D59/caroline-chisholm-

school-p-c-uniform-shop-chisholm-act  

Normal hours resume on Tuesday 1 February 2022 

Please scan or 

use the link below  

Opening Hours 

Tuesday 8:00 - 10:00 am 

Thursday  2:30 - 4:30 pm 

https://square.site/book/LC40YMSR86D59/caroline-chisholm-school-p-c-uniform-shop-chisholm-act
https://square.site/book/LC40YMSR86D59/caroline-chisholm-school-p-c-uniform-shop-chisholm-act
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